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MAN BANNED FOR LIFE FROM DOING BUSINESS ON INTERNET LAKE 
WORTH MAN SETTLES WITH TRADE BOARD AFTER BEING CHARGED IN 
COMPUTER SALES SCAM 

Herubin. Danielle . Palm Beach Post . West Palm Beach, Fla.: Sep 16. 1998 . pg. 5.B 

» Jump to full text [1) 

Subjects: Regulatory agencies . Bans . Internet . Electronic commerce . Fraud 

Locations: Lake Worth . FL, US, South Atlantic 

People: Hare. Craig Lee 

Companies: FTC (Sic: 9611 , Duns:00-325-7797 ) 

Author(s): Herubin. Danielle 

Publication title: Palm Beach Post . West Palm Beach, Fla.: Sep 16. 1998 . pg. 5.B 

Source Type: Newspaper 
ProQuest document ID: 44885361 
Text Word Count 540 

Article URL: http://gateway.proquestcom/openurl?url_ver=Z39.88- 

2004&res_dat=xri:pqd&rft - val_fmt=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:joumal&genre=article& 
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Abstract (Article Summary) 

The Federal Trade Commission has reached a first-of-its-kind settlement with a Lake Worth man that bars him from 
doing business on the Internet for life. 

With some bidders paying as much as $1 ,450 for a computer, Hare took about $20,000 to $30,000 from people 
throughout the United States and Canada, the FTC said. 

"We know of at least 25 consumers who ordered computers from Mr. Hare through these auction houses and sent 
him payments and never received any equipment from him," said Lisa Hone, a staff attorney with the FTC in 
Washington, D.C. 



Full Text (540 words) 

Copyright Palm Beach Post Sep 16, 1998 

The Federal Trade Commission has reached a first-of-its-kind settlement with a Lake Worth man that bars him from 
doing business on the Internet for life. 

Craig Lee Hare, also known as Danny Hare, was accused by the federal agency of selling new and used 
computers through on-line auction houses, pocketing the money, and never shipping the computer. 

He was charged with four counts of using unfair or deceptive acts in mail or telephone commerce. 
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With some bidders paying as much as $1 ,450 for a computer, Hare took about $20,000 to $30,000 from people 
throughout the United States and Canada, the FTC said. 

"We know of at least 25 consumers who ordered computers from Mr. Hare through these auction houses and sent 
him payments and never received any equipment from him," said Lisa Hone, a staff attorney with the FTC in 
Washington, D.C. 

"We hope this sends a message that the Federal Trade Commission and others are serious about preventing fraud 
in Internet commerce." 

For about nine months in 1997 and 1998, Hare would register with Internet auction houses as a seller of computers 
or computer equipment. 

On-line auction houses allow people to sell things by paying a fee to post an item to be bid on. 

Doing business as Experience Designed Computers and C&H Computer Services but using an anonymous e-mail 
address, Hare took bids, then told people, usually through e-mail, that they had won, the FTC said. Hare had the 
people send him cashier's checks or money orders. 

The two auction houses that he used - ©Ebay at www.ebay.com and Up4Sale at www.up4sale.com - were not 
charged. 

The FTC has probed about 40 cases of possible fraud in business done through the Internet. The first case was in 
1994, FTC vs. Corzine, in which a California man ran ads on ©America Online offering credit repair kits. The ads 
falsely said that a new credit file would be established for the person, Hone said. In September 1994, a federal 
court prohibited him from making those misrepresentations again. 

The Hare case, however, is the first time a person has been banned for life from doing business over the Internet. 
Hone said a ban is the FTC's stiffest penalty, next to paying fines. Hare did not pay a fine or reimbursement 
because he had no money, the FTC said. If he violates the settlement, he would be held in contempt of court, Hone 
said. A judge, at the FTC's request, would have to determine what penalty he would face for contempt. 

Hare, who represented himself in the civil case, could not be reached for comment. 

His former girlfriend, Stephanie J. Herter, also known as Stephanie Branham, paid $600 to settle charges against 
her, according to the FTC. Hare had put some checks he received into her bank accounts, Hone said. 

Herter, whose last known address was in Lake Worth, could not be reached for comment. Her North Palm Beach 
attorney, David Gorman, said Herter paid the government because it was cheaper than fighting the allegations. 

The civil charges against Hare included violating the FTC's Mail or Telephone Order Merchandise rule. The case 
was brought to the FTC's attention by the Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office. 

Textual Illustration: 

Caption: Craig Lee Hare (mug) 
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AuctionSniper.com on eBay 

www.auctionsniper.com Our name says it all, we help you. Start winning more eBay auctions! 
Try Bidnapper Free 

www.bidnapper.com Bid in the last seconds on eBay to win more auctions. No obligation! 
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Links 



Buyer/Bidder Management 

... You can add or delete bidders/buyers at any time. Add an eBay user to 
my Blocked Bidder/Buyer List, Pre-approved Bidder/Buyer List, ... 
pages.ebay.com/services/ buyandsell/biddermanagementhtml - 19k - 
Cached - Similar pages 

Blocking Buyers/Bidders from Your Listings 
... Blocked bidders also may not bid on that seller's listings with 
another User ID. This could result in their indefinite suspension from 
eBay. ... 

pages.ebay.com/help/buy/bid-block.html - 33k - 

Cached - Similar pages 

[ More results from pages.ebay.com ] 

AW Daily - Tips & Tactics - During the Auction: Blocking 
Bidders 

... The main benefits of bid blocking is that it ... dealing with habitual 
deadbeat or nuisance bidders, and that ... The two biggest online auction 
sites, eBay and Yahoo ... 

www.vendio.com/service/tipsandtactics/sel-block.html - 17k - 
Cached - Similar pages 



Sponsored Links 

eBay Bidding Software 

Never lose an auction again 

no monthly fees, bid at last second 

www.telience.com/autobidder 

Tired of Losing on Ebay? 
BidSniper Pro will win for you and 
leave the competition in the dust! 
www.bidsniper.com 

Use Ebay? 

Get Paid $300 Right Now 

To Take A Quick Ebay Survey! 

HighPaySurveys.com 

ebay bidder 

FreeBay is the free way to make 
money with online auctions, aff 
www.secureinternetstores.com 

See your message here... 



AW Daily - Tips & Tactics - During the Auction: Blocking Bidders 

... problematic users are simply removed, thus blocking future bids. Other sites handle the 
matter similar to eBay: They'll ask you to email the bidder with the ... 
www.vendio.com/service/tipsandtactics/sel-block2.html - 18k - Cached - Similar pages 
[ More results from www.vendio.com 1 

HammerTap Releases New Bidder Blocking Software 
... specializing in Windows applications for online auction users, BidderBlock helps eBay 
auctioneers take advantage of eBay's bidder blocking functionality, which ... 
www.auctionbytes.com/cab/abn/y01/m06/i20/s03 - 28k - Cached - Similar pages 

eBay blocks AuctionWatch | CNET News.com 

... request, Bidder's Edge stopped posting eBay listings in September but resumed again 
on Tuesday. Pursglove said today that eBay is considering blocking their ... 
news.com.com/news/0-1007-200-1429670.html - 45k - Cached - Similar pag es 

Bidder's Edge changes eBay search after injunction | CNET News.com 
... When AuctionWatch and then Bidder's Edge refused, eBay responded with technical 
and legal measures, blocking AuctionWatch's search and suing Bidder's Edge. ... 
news.cnet.com/news/0-1007-200-2040238.html - 50k - Aug 16, 2004 - 
Cached - Similar pages 

Insi ghts - Trends: Dispatches From the Front in the E-Commerce ... 
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